Kamehameha unites the islands and becomes Hawaii’s first king.                                    Lexile Measure 1130L      Flesch-Kincaid 11.4                                                    

     Kamehameha I was born in Kohala on the Big Island in 1758.

In 1779, Captain James Cook landed in Hawaii and became the first Caucasian to arrive in Hawaii.  Kamehameha went aboard Cook’s ship and was one of the only Hawaiians allowed to stay onboard overnight!  Kamehameha saw guns, iron, canons, and learned about the government of England which was a monarchy, which means government by King. 

1. What four things did Kamehameha learn about when Captain Cook arrived?

     Before Captain Cook’s arrival, Hawaii’s government had been “feudalism”, government by chiefs. Just before Cook arrived in Hawaii, many Hawaiians had been dying in wars between different chiefs. Kamehameha believed that if there was one King in Hawaii there could be peace throughout the islands.

2. Why did Kamehameha want to unite the islands?

     Kamehameha was raised by his uncle chief Kalani'opu'u. When Kalani’opu’u died he made Kamehameha chief of the district of Waipio and guardian of the Hawaiian god of war “Ku”.   Kalani’opu’u’s son Keoua-of–the-Flaming–Cloak became jealous when Kamehameha was given possession of the god of War so he fought against Kamehameha in the battle of Moku’ohai. Kamehameha won and took control of the districts of Kohala, Kona, and Hamakua on Big Island, but Keoua escaped to Ka’u.
3.Battle of Moku’ohai…What caused it? Who won?  Why was the battle important?

     Keoua became Kamehameha’s biggest enemy on the Big Island. After he fled to the south, Keoua and his warriors fought against Kamehameha. In 1790, Kamehameha attacked Keoua and forced him to retreat. As Keoua’s soldiers  escaped near Kilaeua Volcano the volcano erupted and killed nearly a third of Keoua’s warriors. Today, the footprints are still visible in the volcanic rock. They are called the “1790 Footprints”.   

     Kamehameha then built a temple called Pu’ukohola Heiau and invited Keoua to meet with him there to discuss a peace treaty. When Keoua stepped on shore, one of Kamehameha's chiefs threw a spear at him. Caught by surprise, Keoua and his  bodyguards were killed. With Keoua dead, Kamehameha became chief of the island of Hawaii.
4. How did Kamehameha defeat his greatest enemy on Big Island?

     In order to begin to conquer the other islands Kamehameha wished to use English ships, guns and cannons and so he recruited two Englishmen John Young and Issaac Davis. Kamehameha asked them if they knew how to sail the big ships and fire the guns and cannons. Both of these Englishmen became Kamehameha’s war advisors and good friends. When Kamehameha became king he made John Young and Isaac Davis governors of the Big Island.
5. Give three ways John Young and Isaac Davis helped Kamehameha unite the islands?

     Next, Kamehameha tried to conquer Maui. Maui’s most powerful chief Kahekili, (whose name means “The Thunderer”) traveled to Oahu. So Kamehameha and his warriors with John Young and Isaac Davis sailed to Maui. They mounted a brass cannon nicknamed “Lopaka” on a 60 foot war canoe and fought Kahekili’s men in Hana. Then, Kamehameha fought in Wailuku for two days against Kahekili’s son Kalanikupule but the battle was a tie. After that, Kamehameha fought Kalanikupule in Iao valley and defeated Kahekili’s warriors but Kalanikupule escaped to Oahu where he became Kamehameha’s greatest enemy on Oahu. The Battle of Iao Valley was called “The Battle of the Dammed Waters” because the bodies of all the dead soldiers blocked the Iao Valley Stream. The bodies not only blocked the stream but also turned the water red from all the blood! Kahekili invaded Big Island and fought Kamehameha at Waimanu, in the first full scale naval battle in Hawaiian History but neither side won. Kahekili went back to Maui. Kamehameha sent Kahekili two maika stones a white stone for peace and a black stone for war. Kahekili chose the white stone and told Kamehameha that as soon as he died he would give Kamehameha Maui. Kahekili died two years later of old age and Kamehameha became chief of Maui and Lanaiin 1794.

6. How did Kamehameha become chief of Maui?

     Kalola, the high chiefess of Maui was Kahekili’s sister. After the Battle of Iao Valley, Kalola fled to Molokai. When Kamehameha arrived on Molokai she allowed Kamehameha to marry her 11 year old grand-daughter Keopuolani in exchange for peace. Keopuolani was Kamehameha’s most sacred wife and became the mother of Kamehameha II and Kamehameha III. Keopuolani was the daughter of a king, the wife of a king, and the mother of two kings!

7. How did Kamehameha become chief of Molokai?

     One of Kamehameha’s greatest enemies was Kahekili’s son Kalanikupule. His name means “the Heavenly Prayer of Ku”. Kamehameha and his warriors sailed to Oahu and fought Kalanikupule at the battle of Nu’uanu in April 1795. It is the most famous battle in Hawaiian History. The battle began in Waikiki. Then, Kamehameha’s troops pushed Kalanikupule’s warriors all the way up the pali past Nu’uanu and then pushed hundreds of Kalanikupule’s soldiers off the cliff. Accounts say that Kamehameha’s superior artillery (guns and canons) and better-trained fighters helped him win the battle of Nu’uanu. After the battle Kamehameha became chief of Oahu.

8. Why was the battle of Nu’uanu the most famous battle in Hawaiian history?

 Only Kauai remained outside of Kamehameha’s control. Kamehameha tried to invade Kauai but a storm crippled his fleet. Over the next years Kamehameha built the largest sea army Hawaii had ever seen(foreign-ships and massive war canoes, armed with cannons). Kaumuali’i high chief of Kauai decided to negotiate peace rather than resort to bloodshed. In order to protect his people from death and war Chief Kaumuali’i gave Kauai to Kamehameha who then became King Kamehameha the Great, first King of the Kingdom of Hawaii and the man who took Hawaii from the wars of feudalism to the peace of monarchy!

9. Why did Kaumuali’i give Kamehameha Kauai?

