The Big Island Tsunami…”The April Fool’s Day Tsunami”

	
     Kuwahara Store was one of the few structures in downtown Hilo to survive the 1946 tsunami.


	          Big Island residents have vivid memories of the April 1, 1946 tsunami. Which is known as the April Fool’s Day tsunami” The waves destroyed streets, homes, schools, and stores. 

“I looked out  .and saw this great big black wall coming... The noise was terrific, the rolling . . . And then you heard the screaming. You look and people were stomping, trying to reach earth, trying to get out. Dogs swimming around. Then came the crash . . . Well, it hit buildings, the lighthouse, and the railroad track, and everything . . . And I said, ‘Oh, that’s good-bye to Hilo.’ ” 

—Kapua Heuer

	The tsunami killed 160 people including sixteen students and five teachers at Laupahoehoe School.  

      “The wave flipped me over and carried me toward the school’s lava rock wall I recall telling myself, ‘Gee, I’m going to die. I’m going to hit headfirst into that rock wall and I’m going to die.’ But miraculously, part of the wave that preceded me smashed into the wall and broke it up. So I went flying through the wall,..” —Masuo Kino
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Hilo residents run from the Tsunami
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Hilo town after the 1946 Tsunami

“If you hear the siren sound, don’t play around, run to higher ground!”
	“When I looked up, I couldn’t believe my eyes because here was this huge, huge wave, nothing that I’ve ever seen in my life. It was like a wall of water that was rising in the bay and it was just rolling in towards the building . . . The building that we occupied, nothing left . . .” --- James Low

        The 1946 tsunami killed 160 people throughout the islands and caused $26 million in property damage. To prevent such widespread loss of life and property, the Tsunami Warning System was established in 1948 to save lives.

        In 1960 another tsunami hit Hilo but residents failed to heed the warning sixty-one died and the wave caused $50 million in property damage. The Tsunami warning can only save you if you listen and act! 




