The Big Island Tsunami of 1946 

On April 1st 1946 the April Fool’s Day Tsunami hit Hilo, Floyd Hoopii remembers what happened… 

Step one: “The ocean receded, sounding like a monstrous vacuum cleaner.  It revealed a gray, stinking muck that covered the ocean bottom”.  

Step two: “Then the first tsunami wave rolled in. The wave lifted the Liberty ship twenty five feet from the ocean bottom to high above the pier.”

Step three: “The first wave receded. The ships started their motors, their propellers were sticking up in the air, because there was no water.”

Step four: “The second wave came without warning, the sound was deafening and frightening. All the Matson Shipyard workers started running for their lives”

Step five: “The third wave hit it was 35 feet high and crashed into the pier, it exploded the warehouse building like a bomb. We new everyone inside was dead”

Directions: Make a Storyboard of what Mr. Hoopii saw that day: 

	  The Ocean Receded


“The ocean receded, sounding like a monstrous vacuum cleaner.  It revealed a gray, stinking muck that covered the ocean bottom”. 
	     The First Wave


“The wave lifted the Liberty ship twenty five feet from the ocean bottom to high above the pier”
	The First Wave Recedes


“The first wave receded. The ships started their motors, their propellers were sticking up in the air”

	The Second Wave


“The second wave came without warning, the sound was deafening and frightening. All the Matson Shipyard workers started running for their lives”

	    The Third Wave


“The third wave hit it was 35 feet high and crashed into the pier, it exploded the warehouse building like a bomb.”
	 An Eyewitness Account

                Of 

The Hilo Tsunami of 1946
Name:

Period:
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