Save the Hawaiian Monk Seal!

	General info:

The Hawaiian monk seal is disappearing. Today, there are fewer than 1,200 remaining!!! It is our responsibility to save the seal because they are found only in Hawaii!

The seals name in Hawaiian is "ilio holo i ka uaua", dog that runs in rough water. The seal’s English name is inspired by its solitary ways (it spends a lot of time alone like a MONK).

Habitat: The seals are found in Hawaii they need 1. healthy coral reefs, 2. a large supply of sea-life for food, and 3. safe beaches to nap, nurse their young, and escape shark attacks!


	

	Why is the Hawaiian Monk Seal Endangered?

Major Threats: Human disturbance, shark predation, entanglement in fishing nets and fishing lines, marine debris, disease and commercial hunting for skins.
The number one threat is Human Disturbance: a. pollution b. over-fishing 

c. seals getting trapped in fishing nets.

Pollution: Old fishing nets, trash and plastic wash up on shore. Seals get caught in the nets and die and/or eat plastic trash and die!

Over-fishing: Large fishing boats have taken the seal’s food sources so seals starve! The over-fishing of lobster has contributed to the monk seal population dropping 60% from 1950!

Not enough baby seals are surviving!!!!

Shark attacks and lack of food have caused the Survival rates of monk seal pups to drop from 80-90% in the 1970s to lower than 15% today!


	What can you do?

Save the monk seal by 1. petitioning federal and state governments and agencies to increase the amount of money and support that goes toward monk seal recovery and management

2. raise awareness of the plight of the Hawaiian Monk Seal

3. if you see monk seals on the beach  call the National Marine Fisheries, so they can set up barriers to protect the Seal 

4. protect the habitat of the monk seal by not over-fishing the foods monk seals eat 5. support a captive breeding program at Sea Life Park Oahu to ensure that pups are born and safely reach adulthood

6. educate others about the problems seals face

Unless major actions are taken toward recovery in the next 5 or 10 years, the population of Hawaiian monk seals will continue to decline. Hawaiian monk seals need our help now!!!


