Is there a solution to Hawaii’s invasive species problem?

	The solution to Hawaii’s invasive species problem is to close the gaps in Hawaii’s bio-security system. A bio-security system is the way a place keeps its environment protected from dangerous threats.

The two keys to eliminating invasive species are early detection and rapid response (find the invasive species early and get rid of them fast).

The primary group that helps Hawaii with invasive species problems is the “Invasive Species Committee”!

Specific steps taken by the ISC include 1. co-ordinate actions on existing pests  2. control existing pests so they don’t spread 3. eradicate (eliminate/destroy)  existing pests 4. stop pests from entering Hawaii by inspecting luggage and cargo on all ships and planes!

Invasive species get to Hawaii on “Invasive Species Pathways” such as planes, air and ship cargo, luggage, mail.

Hawaii’s biggest bio-security gap is that there is not enough money to inspect all luggage, cargo, and mail. Invasive species are one of Hawaii’s biggest problems we can help by reporting invasive species and asking our government to spend money on inspecting all cargo, luggage, and mail!
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	33,000 people go to the hospital every year in South Carolina due to fire ants 
	10,000 Coqui Frogs can eat 40,000 insects a night
	Write your governor and ask them to spend money and inspect all cargo!




