Hawaii Tsunami

	The April Fool’s Tsunami-The April 1, 1946 Tsunami was caused by an 8.6 magnitude earthquake in Alaska. It was the most destructive Pacific wide tsunami of the 20th century. The north shore of Kauai was hit first 4.5 hours after the earthquake. 4.9 hours after the earthquake the tsunami hit Hilo. 

     There had been no Tsunami warning issued because the Tsunami warning center had not been built yet. The town of Hilo was pounded by seven 39 foot waves that hit in 15 minute intervals. The waves killed 159 people and caused $26 million in damages.

Because of this tsunami the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center was created in 1948.
	
   Hilo after the 1946 tsunami
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Hilo after the tsunami in 1960

*Mr. G and Mr. V hope that you will help ensure no one in Hawaii ever dies in a tsunami again by increasing tsunami education and awareness! Save lives…show what you know!
	The 1960 Hilo Tsunami- The tsunami of May 23, 1960 was caused by an 8.5 magnitude earthquake off the coast of Chile. The waves traveled at a speed of 400 miles per hour. The first waves hit Hilo 15 hours after the quake. Sixty-one people lost their lives and about 540 homes and businesses were destroyed. The waves were 35 feet high and caused $75 million in damages.

     The Pacific Tsunami Warning System issued warnings to Hawaiians six hours before the wave's expected arrival. Unfortunately, many people died because they ignored the warnings or headed to the coast in order to view the wave.



What can you do?

	1. Be prepared-use a phone book to locate zones that need to be evacuated during tsunami

2. Take natural warnings seriously-natural warnings include earthquakes, receeding ocean, and landslides

3.Take tsunami warning sirens seriously-evacuate, run to higher ground

4. Expect many waves- just because the first one is small does not mean the next one will be. During the tsunami in 1960 people returned home after the first wave and lost their lives when the second and third waves hit
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