Tsunami info                                                                               Flesch-Kincaid 9.1
	General Info: The Japanese word "Tsunami" means "harbor wave" in English. 

What is it? A tsunami is a series of ocean waves caused by landslides, earthquakes or volcanic activity.  Tsunami are usually caused by earthquakes!  Tsunami are often called “water walls” and travel faster than planes. 

The best way to describe a tsunami is a “wall of water” that moves fast and destroys everything in its path.

Tsunami cannot be prevented but the impact of a tsunami can be lessened through community preparedness, timely warnings, and evacuation!



Tsunami in Hawaii

	At least 85 tsunamis have hit the islands since 1813! 221 people have died from tsunamis in Hawaii!  80% of all tsunamis take place in the Pacific Ocean!


Tsunami 2004

	The 2004 Tsunami in the Indian Ocean on December 26, 2004 was the deadliest tsunami in history. The tsunami hit 11 countries.  227,898 people died and millions more became homeless.

Cause: 9.0 magnitude earthquake                                  Distance traveled: 3,000 miles

Figures of the three most impacted countries: 

Indonesia:  170,000 deaths          500,000 homeless

Sri lanka:     35,322 deaths           516, 000 homless

Thailand:      8, 212 deaths           7,000 homless


Tsunami 2009

	On September 29, 2009 the 2009 Tsunami struck the Samoan Islands, 184 people died.

Cause: 8.1 magnitude earthquake     Samoa: 143 deaths     

                                                      Tonga: 41 deaths


Tsunami 2011

	On March 11, 2011 the 2011 Tsunami in Japan destroyed several cities in Northern Japan.

Cause: 9.0 magnitude earthquake

Japan:  9,199 dead  14,000 missing   523,288 homeless


What to do?

	Be prepared (know what to do) 2. Use maps of evacuation zones in the front pages of the telephone book. 3. If you are at the beach and you feel an earthquake or observe a rapid withdrawal of the sea, head for higher ground immediately. 4. Do not attempt to view the oncoming waves 5. Obey the warning siren- evacuate immediately. 6. Follow signs
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